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The “Form” of Empirical Management Accounting Research
Based on the Evidence Level

Kohei Arai

Abstract
Given the idea of the level of evidence that expresses the plausibility of causal inference, there is what we can call
a certain “form” in management accounting research. This is the main thesis of this paper. In order to make this
argument, I will develop the argument in the following three stages. First, I will identify the patterns of causality found
in past studies of management accounting research. Second, I introduce the evidence-level perspective and identify
what kind of research design would allow us to make a causal claim. Third, I propose a “form” for improving the level
of evidence for management accounting research.
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1. WG TR

(R ] L3, HEFEEA LHERBOMBEEZEZ L E, EDLHIZZOREERE
AT 200ICHELCERTH L. B, KARQO)ICES L, TRRMEmEE, KRR
BT 57200 EZH-T L) T RPEEOZ & | EEREINTWES, HE, T—7F
YA L ADFGEL LB, ZORBHEGRZZRIAT ) 720 DU T A Rty Fikss
SEREINTVE. T2, WRMEROERMICE L T, FEELR &0 6 KHEHERZ1T
QCA (Qualitative Comparative Analysis; B BT 2 EHRESINTB Y, EHSEWITIC
BOWTLHAESTWS @4k, 2020).

COXIICHBHERIL, 74—V FRELR I EOLFERTE, T r— MRARICLED
=A%, AEMBHERT -5 2L EDL T —=I ANV, WER EOH A% %
7B R AR L L EREERL COLHARETEICIEOEE 2 ), BRI RS
Bfr e ftim 3 AMEFEOP.OIIMNEDS ITONAZ Lo/, 2L C, WEMEwmOFEmIE, 7
OREEBEENITE o2 b5 LR IZOVWTHOIEFT YA - LNVEREET S, K
CIE, FEFELRECEANT LI LR, ZOHERLE LT, ZET YA - LARLIZDOW
TO % TPV, BB 2 EBATIIE I B\ CHEHER 2 W RAIAT ) onEZ T
YHOPICT S, Z LT, Afofme LT, [HFEMORBRMERSIIEICBVYCX, &6
VAT ADHRETIR - T B T & wdT, AT R A EToarT Ty —
LR T S, [FEZHHORBEEEAFIREOMETGITICB VT, BREERT Eik
L7-ff2e% 479 ), TR ORBREHSEIRICB WL, BEEE Lo [RWif] 232
WL72RR B AT )] L) 3 OoORBIEHAFIROER A RET S

AEIE, RO XD BB CHlim A EO, FESFMRICBT2NEHEROEEE LY FEL
FNEERT L7200 [T] 28ET L. T, KE TR L ALNLEFHEEOWZEICBIT
LREHROD ) He et 5. £3EHTIE, REMEREHFICET VA - LNVORHEDLS
i L, EHSFIEANOBHWRRMELEZRET 5. H4HTE, SHREVETEZISHLT
BRI 2 AT S T F U A - LARVEALESEL7-00 [B] 28%3 2

2. WHIZSGHIIZE S 351 % ISR HEG D TE B

BHAFMEICBITL 2N E CTOMIEDTRNE KT RS 5 LT, 2 2 Tid Chenhall
and Moers (2015) # FIHI L £ 9. o B IZHPEROR LA S L ¥ 2 — %175 72bIF Tld %
WA, RERI L E AR ORB A HET L BT, ComMITEE L LICHEYTHS. DT
B, ESDRILDT TANT 7 POERTH 5.

R LD HMWIE, AHEEZIRTTA I N—2 3 v & LED 5880, REIISLET
EDEIHITF VAP T bOA—=)V - VAT A MCS) DFFA VERRBERTE
TONERTIEIEH L. A, EHNR 70— ARV AT LB A2EEBEDI Y b
O—JVIZOWTCDTANKT A v 75T Ta—Fns, XY ¥A4F3I 97T, HHET,
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TUFUR - LN bE R DERIERETTIRO (1]

FLTAH=T o7 7u—FTHO A/ N= 3 v EfEEd 5 MCS &, BHEEF
MA) BRED L ITHAL L 2200 % GEET 5. Fex 3T 72, R, HDHVIEH LW
FEEICBWT, A/ RX=TYaryxhR— ML, RFEIEEZELZDIC, D MCS B
ED LI ENFIHEN D DNIZDOWTIKRFEL72. AOS (Accounting, Organizations
and Society 38) &, TOHBHIZBWTIIEREL Y =)V e LN F =T %E % 3
oL T&ER AL, AOS RMOMEELZFAL T, FIZA / RX—=Y g YOURIZBW
TMCS OZAL% B L3 5 L CHM CEELREM A 1523 % (Chenhall and Moers, 2015,
p-1.

Z® & 912, Chenhall and Moers (2015) 13, AOS REDEITIA S OER % h.l b LoD, EHL
SRS ED L I ICMCS WIE~NEBBL CWho7oDh%, 4/ X—= a v OREP S L
TEBHIRENDDOTH 5. 712, BHEKFILAMCS BigE~L 3R T 570012, BHAE
WKBRSFTMO T fa— - AT AL OHERETEBT LULENH - LML 7.

EC, Chenhall and Moers (2015) 28 A L 72#/lA 1, Simons, R IZE 2 [4 DD L/ N— |
WA YYT0747 -3 b=V Thb. {miAIIZIE, Burns and Stalker (1961) O #AYHFZE
WZHD I, R RA /I N=2a v DOIZARM LRIy b a— VIIAREYTH B L&A
LENTW/2, 2F ), MHGHIIZEICB W TIE, FE3EHEL (entrepreneurial), 70 A7 ¥ —#
W% (prospector), 7= H{L#EE (differentiator), VERHZEE (build) O & 9 ML 4 ) RX—=2 3~
wEE T LM AR LIS L o T, TORBEOAREEEY 2 1AW R Ty bu—
WVIIAREYC, BN T 70 —F28X DEYTH L ERBL TWizE v (R 2% Rk
WFZE THE SN TV HRBERIE, RO 1O L) ICHMLSNTEHTE 2.

1 (BHHY 2 MG T 28 T IR S LT 72 R B AR

X — Y

B O ke FEAE (-) ANRH T AT HAOF]H
(AT vV —EE) (BHEF VAT 2B

ORI, FREBEXPaY T4 T2y y—28E L TREORMEETH Y, BELH
Y DEBAFH VAT LALERHE L TCORRMW LY AT LOMHATH LI LEZRLTEY, X D4
IS Y I L CROEEZ2F > TWwE I L2 /RLTWS, 20, BEEOREEEI BT
X, ARV AT AOFMDES ZEDEREIN TS,

D XD % FHRIZA LT Simons (1987) 1%, THAXRZ ¥ —ZBTAFMFT—%, ¥4 %
FHEH, EEFECEZSYY) VI EBOGAEEHRE L. F72, Simons (1990) 1%, 75 7 #E
BYATESEE (high levels of strategic uncertainties) (ZTE T L 723 ClE, EH L 7-#EICOWTO
FREMODLDIIARMEI Y Fa— )V Y AF L% [4 2% 575 4 7 (interactive) | |ZF)
AL TWD w9 Z 2@ L. ¥, Simons (1987) Oy a vy vy -7y K- Vav
VA E W) T HOFEFIHE R VA, X1 TR SN KRR E KEET 556 & L CEBRE
W, 2F D, Simons i 1 #OFHBINZEZ 1 U CHRATHIE TER I N T NREBEBIEL 72
LWz A9, ZOREERIE KM2DOXHIZKHTED.
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[X] 2 Simons (1987) 3F 5k L 72 [N B4R (1)

X — Y

BRBE OO R E M (+) ANRH T AT HD
(BEEF VAT ZEE)

ZOHEBI, REEOEEESFIRICH L ORET S 28, ko287259. 1HEIE R
RO IL, BETWAHTICRE SN, FOMEICSEHTERTSHS. 2 SEBIL, FHHHF
FEICBVWTCORAMIECHRREINTELZa VT4 v V2 vV —BNO L) R EREW T 2725
mmEAThRIT UL, BEAFITIE O, L2RRBRICOWTRE L L2 5 2 e LV EWwH T
L7250 HRIS, REOSITEFIIE LT ) EEAEIRICH L ORBHTH S ). FHIRICE
WCIEHKEI VAT AORBZT TR, BHAH VAT L2 B IRIZOVTE, A
RE 3R I 2 THIR I A L NV TORRRALIE L 22 5005 77

71, Simons (1987) Tix, AR LI AT LDA 5575 4 7FIHIE, xRS EIE0
HDEFTELYy T AT RA MOFEFEMET L EFRLZ (H3). 2F ), HFEHKE VA
T AERDRERERTH ), MREHE LTHLIERERTH 2B e s/ it
L C, Widener (2007) TIZKRERFEDOH —XA 7= 5 2 AT, ZOBEBRIIAEERLOTIER

BTV, FEHERETLLID LR EINL o720 TH DL (M4). HOMHEIIIE
WOy P — LRESRICEILZT Y A= VEMTH o2 8.

[X] 3 Simons (1987) SF 5k L 72 [N EE% (2)

Y — Z
N AT LD (+) ik
BT 0T 4 TR (R

(BHEEFH Y AT L2EH)

X4 Widener (2007) 235 L 72 [REBIE (—F 0 &H)

Y //

NRBI7R Y AT BD AL L=
S BT 0T 4 T RFIA (RCR AR
(BHEEY AT 2EH)
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TET YA - LNV LEZDRERIERARIZED [2]

Chenhall and Moers (2015) 12 L AUE, BEEPAHEEIZL D A/ X—2 3 YABEPINBITD
NT, B85S EROMBTIIR, Rz MCS & L TORBI/LEL > TEL
WL EHEEEBY IZOWTOHEMEEIT) P TIEMELOERINEL, b LAFDT Y
Fa—v & LCORMFERCFHASEM: & v o 7D ZEH L OBRO T CEIAFTE A% BE L
TV BEUDRE T CELLE LWL, EBOMEEMICBNTH, BHARI VAT
LAZOWTIE, BIUICEIEFFETIE LR ED L HIZHHEN TV LD ) a5 2L S
NTwiL, WIETIiE, BHARVATAYIIEEST IOV T vV i— X%, BHE
RV AT LAY OREE L CORRER Z PHE SN TBY, HROBEESALN-DTH 5.

COENICEHEF VAT ARG T4 LT, BHARI VAT LAY DOATIE R, 01
VT4 YTy X Rz EOWRBERBRERE T AL, LNV REHLENITS
E VI AEDEHSEIIZE TIZA — VY Y 2 AL T 7O —F L WA DT GEWEA I 2 &
i, M OBENERKEI VAT AIFEL WD, IR LZL LAY A EZD
BIROHEEZRITE) L), LNV X - O FPEOEBOE L2 DE bR 50
b L, BEBEHESFEICBIT A XYZ IOV THRT2%51F, ROE1IDLHIZ
5.

£ REBRIVEHIFIEO EEL

X Y >

HWELRF Y AT DK

V4

HR A

AT 4 V==

BRET OO Al %, Hffy O A K,
ARG, S, LA SO
SERE, R, MBI, B,

arvhu—nLoEAT, THOE
P g, % G o £ R, R
WA O H W, FEREHE O Fik,

IEEME(TE L, FlLE, ROA, ¥fl
FHHEROA TR &), Y 31 B 45 Fi 52,
SELRAT, WAL R, 3

BEPERIRE, KOOI PRt & AT a7 LoRRE B, PR &

COFRIIHDH LI, REBNEHMAMEIEIX &Y ORERGK OUF, T1E] ), Y
L ZORREG (LIT, (28] L) 28K T 5, 2 0OWMREHIHET S L8bhrsb. 2
FIOWFFEIZ DWW T, Grabner and Moers (2013) Tl, Z OB E AT HERC, 2R Y 720
ThL, ZEX EZEY OFHI/EHEREEO Y O 2 ZEBICAND 720 D— kR 2B
HMAEIRLTWADT, bbb TERENTV, 2%, 2 WoORBISEIAEIR, Y
I TRLXIZDVWTHZEEBLTCVREI008%0EVZ 5,

3. WRBREZHERTS : T ET VX - UNLVDHB LT

1EIChHN, 2B THN, BREEESFIIIZEIRERRE I ) e & LT, e
FERLTE L LEsE, s REBBEET 2 HEMGRICBWT, 2ofimod -
ELLLERRT [ZET VR LNV OZZHFPERLTE RETIE, BEBROEHES
FRZEIC B A REHROEE 2 BET 572012, FFRIO [ZEFy 2 - LNV 122
WCOER T MR T 5.
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FH 78, WRBBRPEYT 57201213, £ XD U0 0EErEA 95 . Ak (2013) 13,
KRR L 2 WERIZ DO W T O E 1T o 72 £ ¢, BIRAROEZ MR, ERRD
EREVEBERERBL, TO&EM4E L TRD 3 HE2HIT72 (p.15).

O HLEHEGERER OB IERRD D 5

@ MTEHOZER, HEEBOEILOFIAE L TWS (R AETH)

® MmoOZHEMKE (73> ro—) LTH (OZEHOELZEEL TH) HEME S S

INLO5ME, MRICORERR, OREMILETE, OMOLEOR—, LIFRZ LH
TE%. WRERBFREzIZRE LRI, COREEERO 3 LM% 82 F THiZL TWRDD0I
FoT, ZEFVRA - LNWEEZLIENTESL. W, RRROZEE A, #RRAOEHK
*B,ALBONFICHETLIE=ZOERZC LT, #FHZEHLLY (Ms5). £wvwHind
HRHETR D 2241 % KD Rtk D 5 DIk, 4L OHE, @DOMOLEMOE—MIZBER L7
R COFEELENHE. BlzIE, ADVHLERRF AT LOWMA, BAROAZLT S, A
EBOAREGH LI, EORBERIH Y, HHEEEF T AT LADEANILROA 1N
HHEFELZELLY. LaL, HlZE CEVWIBBEERZEZR /L &2, HICHEDOKR
EVWRENAZFAL, BFEORIVEEITZB SV, EBEDA L BIZIZREBERI%
WEEDAHE & WO IR A 0D Litkwv, DF ), & Qoo E—M A7 LT
WHEWHER S 5722 812 5. T L) BRI T3] LIEN, SHCBW T, C o
BEIIUO— VT 5IET, TN T A BT REHEREIT) LEPELLOTH 5.

B 5 [RRB bR sk O

T, oL FVIETFT VA LANLVEEZ 5NADIE, RCT (randomized control trial © 5
v MMEREGER) THDH. I, AXRBIEEDLT VS AIIHEREICH D M TL LW 1T
Lo TRV TL2FETHD, 2O [T F0fb] EWHEELXBLT, AL BORFICHE
52 5E=0ERNC OB LY LN TES.

RCT DHEFI L LT, EHELBMLIHETH S EAMM 2015) 2#/M L EH. TORILT
1, MBI MBS MO BRI 2 MR AT 5 LT, HAIEMBIEE o & M BIEH
BORT BRI RICEET LR T T, ald T CICHEICEETLIOIZLIEET VI E2b o
T, L2La i DIZRESHBIEETLLEVIZET, Bt~y 725 ENE0HPT,
WEREDRED L) a & pAREFRDT OB L. L L, WERSZIET HE
124, G2 ONERUAMC S, BEREOSFHMROLE LR EOM A R BNV EET 5725
). ZFITT, TOEBRTIIHIRE I~ Y 7252508037 v ¥ aIERS Wz 2
DEIRT VT LLEIT)ITET, ADD BANOMBLRREREGEEHB LRSI 25DTH
L. 7272, RCTIZT v ¥ AFILAEICTTRETIE AW E W) HESH 5.

FNT, BWIET Y ANE 2 5N5DIE, HilAlE (prospective) ZBIRIETH L. Z OFI
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TET YA - LNV LEZDRERIERARIZED [2]

MEBEMEE L, FAEFFA VPR T LTS T —FOREEITH ¥ 4 TOM%RT, a3~ b
O — VEEORER K ER OGS FTHNIATZ A R EORERH L. LPr LGNS, £TO
TAEEHZREL 5 2 EPBHEMNICIINETH L7280, RCTIHJEVWIEF L 2 - LAV
D — R —NAED S b, RRZOLEEE ERROLEE BRI ERO H 5
MEHFCT2MH &S L) 2MRIE, ZORIMEHEICEELYT 5. T2, REEHE®, 7—
HAANVT =TT AL ) Y —_RAWGEDEUT A5, LoL, WINOEEDH
HWADEHIZT v bE W IMEER i L T W RS ZA 9 .

COE) BRI EMEOEFE LT, BB 2020) 2HITHIENTESL, TOmRILTIE,
= XA BFFE TS L 72 TSt O ERFFMIRE A M B I M BifEowIhr 2 EHT 2
PEBKRROELE LTwDb T, =" FEMEZOMET—512b LD TifEE sz
BEOIA MO T HHEHEMEZERERIOLEEE LTWA, #ERELT, EMFRELZERL TV
TV BIEE, IA MOTHHEEEIEIENT 2 & WIFERE o/, ZOWEICBWTIE, Ik
WEBEREOEMR L I X PO T HEEEOW HICHEST L RKBHO CHPHFAET LI L ZHEKRL
ENBWZDIZ, RCTICHERTZETFT UV Z - LAV KW,

T/, WIMEIRICN LT, §TET7T =4 7ENTWEF—FDAFFMLEEE, %
AEEWRE Y, LHEPOER LR EDRTFHFA VTELRVZOEILIEVWIEF 2 - LA
Wenh, FLTC, ARTHA v EAEEBEN L BEHRRL, 7024723 vy TF—7 %H
BL72WgEE, RRBRIZOWTO [HMPETE] 23 20nid, JhvnsZ)nr
ETFVA LNV ELDL ZOL)L—EHOFETHA YT ET VA - LXVORBRE FEIC
FLHLL, ROEK20LBN) %5,

#F2 FWEFTHA L EZEFT LA - LN

WEF A~ RER O S 4T 1 IR fih.oD etk DR — 1
e RCT (Jr AWI%E) O O ©
LA il ] X BLEFE O o At

% 5l = BT o) o A
raAv s a VR X O AT
IS A X X
Teres HHFEOER X X a

B, FWNIZIE, FHMRLEMROBRLLMZ Ta, 2k, EBENIZEOLNTWES
IEFVA - LRVOEZFIZHDEEINTVWABE I DRS00l ARTLEHL TS, F
BIRFelE, eI BB TR A WS W BN H 5720, VT EF VA - L)L
Lo Twh, BEMEOBERIZOWTIE, ERMIIEIHEMROBROMIL EDVTVE T
B, TETFTVALLTHRAISNALZENVE I, HATHRESN TS, B, TETV
A LRWARND S Lo T, ZOROLEESLEHBES KRV bIF Tld v, BHEISHEN
L7zSimons D [A ¥ 57747 -arybbua—)v] ORI, FHAPETCLIAERTE
WL Dot DF D, HLOBRENIET L RAIEFANFEE R L LT, FOBROWR
TIEFYA - LRXLVEHLEEETWEEVI AT A NDBARTENDLES .
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4. i TET VA U5 HEL S

ZZETOFERTE T2 5L, BBNEESEMRICBWTZET VA - LAV R LSS
272007 T0—F1F, ROXHIIRDEALH. TITIE, FHLVWEHRSEY AT AEBPHE
RENLEBETHHW%0 [HHFEM], 2ORRINTEHELERIIOVWTIEFT YA - LR
WS PR 5 [HEZHT I2hiF T, MEoESIxFRL L 5. BHFENCB W IR ERRIEK
FELTERASN, MEHNIBWTIMRKE L L TREMICHRFES NS L9 124 5.

9, [HHFEM] TH5. Simons B [1 %5054 7-avru—V] 2Jarvyr-7
YR Tary A BIAERANEAS B LA LIS, £ OMIFEIET 1 — )V AR A
VEHECA-ABICL o TEBSNLESLS. L, A2 F77747 -3 ha—Lokd
BHLWEBYZEALAE LT, ZOFMNERET 2 EORITHEIENLCE RS S
V. FORBISIA, BITWEPFERELCEZIY T4 Vo Y —ERX ORNE BT S
VERBHDLPHTHL. L, [RIICHEFRR CEICREOFHAF VAT L] L) b
PEYFEICHE R W EHF L TV BRERAIE, BITEL OERZOFTTEOHF LV AT LD
FRMZEwT 5LENS L0672 T2, ZOFMIBVTEDL ) LEEZITL-63N
TWADOPERBTILENRS L5, ULy, iiFHORBRNERATIE2 /T 5
LTI, ROEFVPHFETLE VR D,

1. WM OBBRIVEEEFIIERICBVTIE, KV AT LORERE - M TEHI L%
BT, BATHEA B IR ETCOa YT vV vy =R R LR T .

¥z, [FESIHI) (CABE, Widener Y [4 29527547 - 2> ba— )] IZFEBRIZFEIC
HETDLODPEMHERT B0 —RAMRETH) R L, ZUETV A - LNV EHELESEZHR
BFFA VPRASNDLZLICR D, KXoy 1 MEH L3714 v P2 v v —EHX
CEMERETY AT AR Y OBEBREE LD DL WS, 2BOWETH L EMETTY AT
AWED L) BRRZIFEL T D00EHRMICE ) HIFWIRIEINE TIL L o7
b D. Lo, BHAFVATLAYNREDL ) ZBEET TERBINTHWIEIN LY
i, EHINTOAEHREF VAT LAY DREDI ) ICEB RO ERETHI LD, TEFY
AEVHHADPSIEHLPICEETH L. 22T, HITHORBRNERATIE 2 ERT 5 1
T, 2O LHEAEL L9 L) ROEFIFELET H LV R D,

2. WESZIAOREERAE B AFIEOME O IZ B W TIE, BRERE ER L 25t e
i:

N

NOY%

ZHDLHIZ, BWIET VA LNV EHIELTHIZEIZT TATRL S, TETFT VA - LR
W EEE LR AS AR H S I L2 RBICIEH L T 72w, ZORRIE, K
(2009) BAERL7: [FVFEEECT 2] L) @ERPUEFIZAS . L, Z¥TY A - L
NOUHPAMOBRIEET 5 LT, X, Y, Z Vo 2P BoMAIHEH G2 ETEED LWV
EICER L -METHE. TEF X - LRLVOMEIE, F—ORBEEBIZOVWTEZENS
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e, bLEEZIZOWT, EORELT Th RIERREEIEE Vo ADOMENHFET
LELTYH, ZOHFEFBIETHILIZEELVESS . 22T, 74—V FHfELRCBIELE
ML E DY vy — m&%ﬂ?$4yktfmw5’kf,ﬁ@%%@@ﬁ% MEIN
TV D o2 B RO R EERORER EATREICZ 200 LLav, 2ok H12, 6
W SN TV AEHE 72 TR 2 WEROZBB OMRERBR T2 2 L0 5, ZoOMOm%
TRV &2, 2ofbY, HEOEFEICEED R L LGikshs 2 &l
L. DFD, BVWIUET VR - LANUANIIEDFE L 2GS, ZRORITR/RE L L2HEHM
BERE S 572012, HATIEF VR - LNV EEE LRERESSSIC Lo TIdERE
b, DEDS, ROEFHIIEMTE S,

3. MESZHIOREBRMERAREICBWTIE, HHEBE LTo [RVGS] 2 &M@ L 725id
b

qTH
\_)/

DL, TEFUVA - LRVEWIBETAS L, REBRWEBRAFIRICB ) A4 0
WMRFBEITHEMICEBFINE. ENHE, HANTINTIMI LI DTHLEV) LD
X, WFEEDHRARE LCRE BTN [ZET VAL I LT, BB TEMML TN
ERDLIENTEDLESH . WIEEHIL, TOMEOILET VAN ENETEFBRINTWLDH
EWVWATZETFT VR - LNYIZOWTOERE S L 12, ZOMEIIOW T a—F%2352 &
MOFENDTESS.

AL LTHIEZR I RXA Y P20V HEEZII Lo L §AMERRRIIH LT, &<
WEERLIT. T2, HM—wmdEOFR, SIE T L EMIEAE, WIS, FENLEORS
Al o IE, RLICERECHHTLAZ, 6123, R Tkd GamRy), ITHEKR
JeE (RARHEARSY) Lo d, RWXOEBICH LTEELRS Y7y ez L L
TREHT HEETT.

Ik

U https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hierarchy of_evidence |2 IZ EE R T E T ¥ A - LNV OFIHHEE
BRI T2
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