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The Significance of Qualitative Research for Management
Accounting Research
Shogo Kimura

Abstract
The empirical research method based on econometrics and /or the analytical research method based on
microeconomics are considered to be effective methods for conducting management accounting
researches from the perspective of the rigorous academic research. However, as the purpose of
management accounting research is to reveal management accounting practices or to invent innovative
practices, the qualitative research method such as case study and action research may be more
appropriate method. In this paper, from the viewpoint of the management accounting research focused
on accounting practices, the significance of the qualitative research for management accounting
researches is examined, and its contributions to management accounting researches are presented as
follows: Finding unique management accounting practices, Inventing innovative practices, Finding how
management accounting practices are implemented and used in business, and Describing management
accounting process. However researchers must be aware of deficits of the qualitative research and they

should try to conduct their researches by triangulafion or multi-methodology research.
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1. IXL®IC

McKinsey (1924) LIk, B OMRERLL - TEESHOMASRENTE. £5 L=
2L WAL T, FELHHESFEIZOVWTHLHERRZENTE L. FHAHOMEF ERIZH
TAHHERRIZ, HREZIVBENHIVIIEROCHELZbOICL, FEIHFREERS
HBDIEMTAEITITRL, THAHPFREORRICHLFETIHLOTHS. FRLHOM
REERVHAREICF SN, V—F - JXAF a3 KL THEDZY $—F « THFEL B
BREINDZLIZEKST, TEHLSHPENREME LTEMEINDZZ LBH/FIND.

*D—HT, EERSHPFRICR, FEABRTHITHSHERIOMEY Y —F - JZXF
aryi LTHlT 3, FELSHOMERREZ YOI CHFHESHERIIENTH LWV I EE
FERANLAECHLSN R BEMERD L LLERTERVTHS .

I T, AR TIX, EESANL2AECHSHN LRI/ LEMLEE L OBEDH SV i2A
YES s 3 cHB LT, BELHFRICEIT 5 KUMIE SR (Qualitative Research) %
ML, TOBBEESRISLL LIV

2. BHSHMAEOBNLEHAEFEIZOWT

HAEOEMIIRBORRETHIEWVWIBRIIELZITANRBATWAS., LHL2REL, R
RERLOL D CEPENBINLVIZLEERTE L, FERESHLTYOL I FERS
NALZERMLEBOEBEL2VWLRFARLZIVERTILUE L, HETLYOLHSERAZ
NANENWSIZ LIV LENURBREZRDO 7L —AV -2 XV METIUENEZELONS
TH5. ' :

ZDEIRIFBOENT, FELSHBRICBWTIE, FTELSHOPERENEE L OMEET
FEENS>PZ L ETHRTA. HxiE, ABC X BSC SixMERORRHACEKFEMICOW
TEREFOBRICHEL2AREMIDI LV I RMEHH—H T, %K#ﬁﬁ?éﬂﬁkf&é%
ETHVREOLEREIZARALELFHMINA TS,

McKinsey (1924) @ Managerial Accounting * ER U ORKAH IV IZERE LTHBSIT S
nh, FESHEREZBRALARILTAZ L, BHSHFEZMBTIZ LATHSHMAD
HEREZLBAONDES). Z0Z Lk, BESHMAINANREETHSHIERLL, £
BERBTHIZLZEMNLLTVWEZE2E8RLTVWS. FHSHAROBNEZZ DL
25L, IRERITTHLTCREORENRARTHY, TOMRESatRiE, H1okdhk

TR EBERATCRTIENTESZTHA).
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M1 FELXHOME ot+R (A FEER)

K1 TRINDLIREFHISHAE v R, RELOBELX VY —F - JxXFa Lt
LTIRZ2BEZANDHEY, RENZASENRFETHREZOW LR TAILEWVWIDV A
LERIhDZTHAS.

Y$h—F « JxXF 3 VEREBENICEEBENICANTHHFEL LT, OFHSBT—RICAH
WOENTWAHARFEZAVDIZLEEFRALZBELHS. i, REOBREI 27— b
AEICEL-oTERLL I LTEHE, TORMEEREMHLBETAIZLICL - TEBRIVE
LLIBBTERZ L LD, £, BEFOLOIRXEEETNIC L > TEHRLY L Y MRICER
TAHILENRTEENLLALY. HOEHSFTC—RICAVWLNTWAIMAFEIX, THEH
MRICL o TIVEMINRENCEENRFEL LTHATESLOTHY, BELHHK
RERFEHOICEEBERLOZTAZERHMBETES. LrL2Rs, BEHR2EEIIE, 47101
LYEELOFAMZE®RTILOTIIARY. X, BMHROERIR TIX, HMAMOMEK
FRRZ YOI LTERHBZITONEWVWIHERRBEIL, ZOMEICHL, M
MOMEERFERZER LETOERICES LEEREELBRTI 7 a—F%2HS. LArL,
EXSERHEABREHE VW OIBEALDL, BENBEI2 Lo THMMOMEKFBREEER L
DBRZT-VTIHILEERNTHAD.

T, BHLHOMERERMIND L, BEEFICL o TRETHRATHRAIN TV RZVWEIR
BYY—F « JZRAFaE LTEBREINDIELIIIR-TLB. ZITHATHEAIA TV 2N
HMEIT, YT ULVEELIOBBELR LTIy, ZREOMERE L EE LoBRE ORI,
HMERRICOVWTERERLEHEEOMTEOFMARARDZ —HICONDHI LiITRd. Zok
52k, FELHORNOMELELL LTOEELHOERSBNALTWCERL LTE
WmEhb.

L (2010) IXEHLHPAEOEREE 2 OL S ICHBET I, ZORICBWTEESHOD
CEWRORFIE L BB L L TOESELHOEMIZ, BRE - AR LAENR - SHLSFHER
DEMLELZZLLTEEX55. FERELERN = FINMBICBTARTE LTART
BLWHIRIANAB—BEICEY, FHEECBITI2RTICL > THEEDERNTMMEEN S
X5IC7edl, FMPEBICRLEPBRTES & LEBERIAECICAMERBROMEICERANR
PhaEoE23iELOND. TORKE, TESHOFEFOMELEF L L TOEFESHD
EREAEEN B 751 TR, ) LR WNEEOREFSIRLERENEMNICEL L L Bbh 3
FHEICESHRZOVHRITWIKSNTLE ) TEEXH 5.
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X2 THSHHAOERK (HHE: L (2010)

RO L > REEBESHOZEROMALEFEL LTOEESH OERIY, Johnson and Kaplan
(1987) BEMLETERIHOBEAHOERO—ERIILRLY 55, EEXHOMAERENE
BLBELIZZ74— KAy 73nT, EBLOBRBEE2RATERVOTHNIT, EERITER
Bt OF ARV L R 5.

Johnson and Kaplan iZ Relevance Lost L D EBESHOBEMOERIZOWVWTR LRI BE S &
S TW5. Johnson ITHHIC L BITE R BEETELHHL, SHERELWIaUTI X
FTEDEIRENTHENS Z L ICBELERF - 7-DIZx L, Kaplan 3EBEEHOBEMH S
WIRF A EEET 5 FHEOBBICTR YIS, ABCRBSC ##B L. LA L2 5, Johnson
H Kaplan b7 — R + R4 F 4RV LHHRELZERM L TWAZLIIERTEHIRETHAS.
Johnson (T F I FEBMED S > ¥ v X —THEHR LY, Kaplan it ABCRBSCOFa b ¥4 7
EHLEIREFEFEBLTVWAEESBBLTWVAY, Kaplan ORFZEIX, E## (2010) DO
EHE - SHAFTHARCDBINRDZLOTHY, TOMEFELLTA / RN—Ya v -TIv¥
gy U —FERAVTEY, TOBRBRBERE3IOISICHEHAL TV,
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K3 A/ R_R—=vay -Trvay VP —FORESA 71 (HH : Kaplan[1998])

FTHSHAROENIIOWT, EELOFRAKICERZEL »», ZHLOBBEICEREZE
KMEVSIZLIZE-T, IRFENFENCRBIRIND Z L3R 2/, Ta—rupe
IT {LOERIZE Y EERENBETIRRIZBVWTEELHELELERL TWVWEDOTHNIT,
CTHLSHOEERY RN FETHIEL, Kaplan R E#NTRT X5 RFEYA 2 MiTih - TH
REEDTW LT, TESHERYEENIR > HWMRSFEIFEARFELELRS.

3. BN FEDEZA T

A TR LB ESHMARIIB T HOMAESTEIZOWVWTIRT TREL OFRRH 5 48,
Kaplan ° EREMTRT & 5 RBWH LAY A I NVICBWTHAL L EA LN FEEHOE
RIRFRFHEE LTH—R « 2F¥ 5 4 (Case Study), 727 ¥ 3 « Y ¥ —F (Action Research),
xR/ 7 %7 4— (Ethnography), 77 U K « 4 Y — (Grounded Theory) #H Y Eif, %
DAEEZHMHEIZRBNTT5.

=R+ AT 41X, DOEIRNROBHZHNTHHMEHETH S5, Ryan, etal [1992]i, 5
DDIATIEHEL, TRERUTOLICHALTVEY '
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(DDescriptive Case Study X, REZBICAVWLNTWAIRXHFELZRERTIHLOTHS. Z0
FEZ, BRLEEEOX vy 72 RBRTIZLERMTIFELMNB ST ONS.
@lllustrative case study i3, LECTEBENRTVAFLWFE - EFVLFEORFAEZHHA TS
7DD —A « RAZF 4 THD.

®Experimental case study iX, HTLVWERHFEOBALRDIBBELZRIELEOX 74y bR
TR —R - R¥FLTHS.

@Exploratory Case Study I3, BEDPEHFENAVWLNIBHEZERTIHOTHY, XL
HOLHDRBEERTTS.

(®Explanatory Case Study i3, BEBINALHEKEOBRHZBATE. BEORRZEHATIH
RREELRAS.

Descriptive Case Study iX, E¥ LBRFAEOMTHAEINDIRE I Y —F - JxRXF3 %
RWETOIZEFRELZZbND. LML, VYH—F - 72 XF a3 U TAZ LIIFRED
AH— FTHBDT, Descriptive Case Study 7217 TIX+3 LITFARWTHS ).

Illustrative case study i%, Kaplan ® 1. Observe and Document Innovative Practice @ 7 2 ¥ R {Z
HMYT3LBrbh3d. XL, BEIHMHECE DAY, TEREThOLENIKRL RER
SHFEZAVTVAN, TRALOFERFLVFE - EFHFEOL I CRATHLERIIE
MO LEESHFEOV7 ) z—va W ERALBRAIND. £DK®, Descriptive Case
Study & Illustrative case study DERDDIZ, F—R « AFTF 4 EBL THYVBELHFE
2, FLOFE - EFOFENE I DB CE2BRVAREB/ I+ RETHEOY—
A BHLE L 72 % . Experimental case study X, E# O3 A5 HFFE ORI Kaplan @ 4. Implement -
Concept in New Organizations D 7 B E R CHY TRV THBRI—RX « RF¥FTF4ELE X
&5 5. Exploratory Case Study 1X, AEMHENLEBRAACBITT2RARBROBERICER
EEEZOND., RESWOLDOERBRIIT I T 47 R2bDOTHY, HHOFETERE
SR TARERETFVERMUT S Z L BH%F XN 5. Explanatory Case Study i3, BB Ih-£#
EBOBMEBHAL, BEORREBHATIERBEERLIbOTHY, a0 T4 V=y
VBRIEESWTEESHFEORARLEAD S ot R 20HT50ICHETELEELLR
2.
Action Research iX, HEDOEE LOMBE*MRT5ZL¥BEMNLL, MBREELZAEL, A
RICEDTu A ZHMATEIEHDOMESETH S (Myers[2009]). Kaplan DA /) N—/g -
TI2vayv - YB—FRBEYTIHFETHD.

Ethnography X, R{8% « WILABFERIBITI B 74—V FU—7ThHY, £EOANRGE,
#HEMWAE, MRHNATBIZOVWTEREWRAER2EZ2ZZ LNHFENS (Myers[2009]) .
Ahrens[1997] CiX, Ethnography {Z & - T Accounting Talk ® % FMICRREB L TV 3.

Grounded Theory X, NEL =7 — 7 ORIV ICER L BN T I HFETHS. SHFETIIHF
EFLWRHARFEE LTAVWDLhD ZENRBL RoTEEY, BB HOVWTREANRALNS

(Smith[2003]).

4. EELHFRICB T 5ROFEFEORR &R
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4.1 EMBFRFEOBEBRSHHRICH T 5 HEM

B CREESHAECEOTAVONRARHHFRFEEZ WV 20BN L. TRLOHA
FEREBEEHABICLEOTHERERBZRD4 DO I AIIHBETEDIESS. Tihbb,
OFEBESHBEORR, OF LWEHSHFEOME, OFHISHBZEOEAKKBDOLIHER,
@FBLSH T RAORER - HA - FH~ORMTH 3.

TEIHEFEORROFAL LT, FMEEOERRHTONS. ﬁ%ﬁ@ml%oﬁﬁﬁﬁ
LFIFEHBBERELEOTERESNTEY, FOEEIEANCIYNABEREFETHY, T8
HFEELWOINMNRBR ST CiRedo. LrLdib, BF[1979], Hiromoto[1988]23 32X b + =
FVAVPEVIRROLRMAeEZIRY LT3 Lick-T, REAEIIEANETRLHF
BLLTRHEN, TOEZBLORERTORT.

FLWEBSHFEOMREOH & LTIE, Kaplan and Cooper P#"8 L 7= ABC % Kaplan and
Norton DRE L7~ BSCHHIFbh 3.

TEHSHFEOER DA R OHF L LT, Hansen and Mouritsen[2005]DFFZE 23 BT &
3. BLOMRITE, ZEROLH»TLEEMELER—BUESBEIRL TV o ERIZONT
EBTHILEFENLL, 4 HOBSCOERFALBELCIOMBELZBALLS LT5L0TH
. ZTOMREXBELT, 4 HOBHTIE, EECLHBOBREL Y bANROEES 0 X IZBIT
RGHRMBEREECSVWTARMBECER—RECOVWTORREHELED, BKAOICE
BMOBRIZEVOVWTWNWAZ LAMHEN, BSCOEREZA NV RERBIXIV—RAZE->TR
7250, BSCOBRFITENTNOLKIIHBITAHEOHEBOMBIZHELEbOTHEZLY
BLMCRok. K2, LEMECERE—BEOBMIIEEOABMME,L LEAZLOT
HY, T LEMENBSC2EY{LTH2HAEES, TR LR EM4ETSH L, BSC
OXATNBEER, TOHEAMTLRONIZONWTORELRBEORNC, HEYLEHRSR
MIMEHEITOERATHIZ L, BRERLSHOMMEAL UL TBSCIIEBE LW OIBREETIR
BEREEZLTVWEZL%IT, BSCORBIZBOLIBEERTI 77 b T7A T4 7L LTHE
Abha.

FBLEHTavAORR - BHA - ZW~ORMOB L LT, Ahrens and Chapman[2005]23 & ¥
bihad. #5DORFEIX, EEEEMIR (Practice Theory) 8/ L T, MCS DR OEME 2 7ERE
HEBBTHIILEZENLTS. ZOMEOEFRICIE, by T - wXVAVMNLBEBORLD
EREDOBRIIEFAINATEL T, BME MCS LRFTOEHROMICITHEMERBER
HBELWIREMRDH-T-. BEORLVAII Y « Fx—U2WERBRLEL L, ¥BELA ¥
ta—MWE, NEREOWME, SBRUV -7 3y 7~08M, BEBREZTo. hbdbo
KER, MCS XML XEFLE Tt AR LTHELTWAZ ENALMIEhE. B&
MICiE, QYUMIZEMMEEIR TV 7T FRIEEBELLOLELE, OQF VATV
DeRX—=T ¥ —D— AL D DOBAREXHEDOFHZAE L —2— 2> DEBBE B ROZRICERT
BEO5LEOELE, Qv — T4 7OBRANLIX, MCS iZBIEFIRERAT v 72 2% D
KBETAZLEXBLT, VAMSUVEBRAROREREBEIEIRILOIX—VT 4V IH
PIZEESRSD, BTHD. TLT, OvXVAV b arybo— A FRERHLPROMT
DEYVAEEMREEERYEIEERSHD L, ORROKEIX, BBICBITSEREHEA
KARTEZaERER2oTWZE, @9RXTV AV b arbe—ABRIT, SETIELERE
BHOHEZAETIOLZLT, FMLLHMNL2EBRHEOL L TEHTAIZELVA NI VIZE
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NENRSEDLLVWERBZEZ IR FEZRBUTIZLEBRE LTRRITWS.
FROL I RHARREOERRMIINZ T, BOMEFEEZERATIZ LI L > THBENLHR
PHEISEDLRH/TE S, kL 2T, EEINCOMOTERIHBREZL I/ ok
HEREML LEFHESHPFRETHY, TELHPECBWTHRENLERESZMEIRIDI
HEHELELEZLND. ALLIIC, BAE - IEABREIBITZ74—NVFUV—ITHD
Ethnography % AWV TEBLHPEL1ITO LT, BEBEHIVIIXELABFONETLERL, K
8% - YL ABFITHIT D Ethnography D F ¥R E L TOMB ST CRAZEMRTH LR T
hif, B0 AEF2EROER L LESBESHPRENRARICR I Lz,

4.2 EBLEHFRICBIT3HNHFE ST EORRE
FROLIRRBEP/TEXZ—F T, FELHFECK T 3ROFEFEOBRRIZONT
LEM LT LERDS.
 —RARERESNEZ L LT, BROVEL~OHL ERORESORNBDHS. MNB
E2[2010)i%, BRENEERFBEROICTRLBERT S LV o BHORMLIBKHL TV 3.
INbLOZEIIMAT, BESHARIBITZ2RWHRFEOREL LT, Ryan, et.al[1992]
i, ROZ LZERLTWS.

Q2EROLBAILIZ, AENRBIVKRERVATLAOBYTHS =0, MENROKEH
ZEOIRDEIMN?

QL VAT LAIZERBAKRTIIRL, FEERPIAIHTHILOBREER L LTIRR2ER2V.

QOREHRLHAREOMOBRIZEITHHRE (FICRERR)

ELRENHRFBERL L > TRBIHAELXITTH LT, BETHIR&EZLLLT, OVY
—F V2 RAFa VEREBRBORMORBE, OMRSFIEOFERIIHIBRICHTIEROR
BEORE, OUNBLEDOBRELHITONAIESS. HEEDYVY—F - JAF a3 UREE
MIZIIRARORERBEOLICAATLED b, MENRERIITOMBICRE LORREM
BTD. VYV —F JxRAFaVEREBREOHBEMAE L REMNBNELIB|ML THL
Zlit, EHLEBEEMSOXATHLERILTHS. £, BFHESHIZOWIHAELAT
ABEMOMAZMERNBRLERA L TVALIEIRLALZVOT, ZOZLERBL TRV
AVEFEC2—RAER2ERLEBRES, AV a/—NEME2BRELEO2EEXELRWVWE
FhMbHB. &5HIT, Ryan,et.al[1992) DM T 2 RERFOBAN DS, MWEXR S Case Study
EETATREMNDHY, AENRBBROLNATLE IS L. |

5. &3

AR T, THLSHHERICBITAEHNMAESER (Qualitative Research) #BRHM L, TOEH
EERLTEE. FROBRIUTOISICTLDHHIILNTES.

FEEIHMROBMN LRI EOBAHLVWIRRAD L, ROMARFTERTEIHERLE
BRI ZDZFELLTEDHTHY, %E%ﬂﬂ%i:ﬁb‘f@%ﬂ%%fi&@%ﬁ, @FH LW
THESHFEORE, OFELHEEODHEACHDLLIRR, OFEXH oA 0ReR - HH -
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HERLUKRICBITIIRNMRESTEROER

S ~ORBREPEEND. TO—HT, BOFEFEORAHZVIIBEELHZED, bT
AT Falb—arbBdWEeAF - AR P— ko TEALERBRTIZHIILET
HD. TOELIRBHRHIRCH2 CREND LI HRET o RADOEREEZRFETHIZ LI
FETHLEXOND. £, HEAFPHMABRER Y ICERWER ¥ B < Case Study %
Ethnography 3B B ESHHARICH LVWARZ2 L -0 N FHRINE—F T, FELSHOER
MERTBELPEELIROIEIFbHD. FRIFEOSHUENHLSEPLIRAEE, &
BRORFELEVOBROER P AETE L) REBELHEAOBROEROBELRY - &
bHOXBESS.

Bikic, BELHMELEBLOEELRERBICOVWTHEML TR . ROREFEIIE
SHEBRYEENICRIZ LY, TELHOER LOAABRLERLTETEE LATHI
10, EWHRERS TEENRDHS. 0L 3 2RREFBOFEEROAEHE L BRHE
BIWENERREEL DI, REFEPLLHAFHE~LVWIHFRDO s —b - Fy b
LI RERETHS 5. BWHEFELXAVAHRAICE, =5 LERRZE®L, TELH
DHREICOVWTORBOBRMERD, FLOBREREL ZOMR L EHNICH D BESLE
FrEXLNSD.

R

P kT, B4 (2010) H2HD.

iy 2y —THORENLBLNERIZ, Johnson and Broms[2000]D % 3 F CRMIZH
- AIRTWS.

B 3 L 2%, ABC DOB% TiX Scovill Corporation, John Deere & Co., Siemens, Hewlett-Packard
- DOEBRBEBZIhTWS.

™ Ryan, et.al.[1992], pp.114 — pp.115
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